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CAN YOU
NSWER THIS?
Questions
Youth Are Asking Today
by C. Mervyn Maxwell
Chairman, Department of Church History
Andrews University

HOW CAN I LOVE A DROPOUT?
We've been married only a year,
but I'm afraid we're not doing too
well. We fuss with each other all
the time. Of course, we don't have
much in common. I have a B.A. in
English and he's only a young high
school dropout who likes to fool
around with cars. Still, we're both
from Christian backgrounds (different denominations), and we both
want to make our marriage work.

You have a right to be proud of
your preparation in English, but are
you doing your husband justice?
He may not be up on Chaucer and
Browning, but it appears he's better informed than you on Chevrolets and Buicks. What do you know
about the firing order of a V8, for
instance, or the tolerance minimums
for an overhead valve? Who can
best save you $30 on your next engine tune-up, The Merchant of Venice or the man you married?
There must be something nice
about this man you live with, or
you wouldn't have agreed to marry
him; and there must be something
nice about you, or he wouldn't have
asked you to become his wife. Why
not let this "niceness" rescue you
now? Why not make a conscious
effort to choose to think about his
good points? Brag him up to yourself. Then use your brains and education to think of ways in which
you can ( sweetly) help him get
ahead.
Best of all, put your Christianity
to use. The Bible says to all church
members, "Love one another with
brotherly affection; outdo one an24

other in showing honor." Romans
12:10, RSV. What a wonderful
competition this suggests for husbands and wives! When you got
married, you promised to "honor"
each other. Now do it! Above all
remind yourself that whatever your
husband may not be, he is still a
child of God. Then say to yourself,
"This husband of mine is a son of
God. He is a man for whom Christ
gave His life." And let your husband say of you, "This wife of mine
is a daughter of the heavenly King!
She's my queen."
Then equip your thoughts with
deeds, and you'll live happily ever
after.
HOW "ETERNAL" IS HELL?
I am a teen-ager, but I cannot
agree with your explanation about
hell in the January "Signs." I don't
deny that God is a loving God. He
is also a just, righteous, and jealous
God. But Revelation 20:10 (RSV)
says, "The beast and the false
prophet . . . will be tormented day
and night forever and ever"; and
Matthew 25:46 says. "These shall
go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life
eternal." If eternal means "forever"
when it refers to living, can it
change its meaning when it refers
to punishment? I think not.... Why
remove the fear of God from one's
mind by stating that there is no
hell?

You and I both share the same
Bible. Revelation 20:10 in both of
our Bibles says that the wicked will
be punished "day and night forever and ever." On the other hand,

Malachi 4:1-3 ( again, in both our
Bibles) says on the authority of
"the Lord of hosts" that "all" the
wicked shall be burned "as stubble," annihilated "root" and
"branch," and reduced to "ashes"
under the feet of the righteous. See
also Nahum 1:10—"devoured as
stubble fully dry"; Isaiah 47:14—
"there shall not be a coal" left to
warm oneself by; Psalm 37:10, RSV
—"the wicked will be no more."
Now, since your Bible is the same
as mine, what do you propose we
do next? Why don't we let the Bible
explain itself?
Look at Exodus 21:6. It speaks
of certain slaves who are to serve
their human master "forever" (.the
same word in the Greek Old Testament as in Jude 7, the verse you
cited ). "Forever" here cannot mean
millions of years but only as long
as both slaves and master live, a
period of only a day or two if one
of them had a sudden heart attack!
What is the explanation? The Hebrew and Greek words translated
"forever" and "eternal" in the Bible
are idioms that don't always mean
what we think they mean in English. That is all there is to it!
In Exodus 21:6 "forever" means
no more than "continually as long
as they live."
Now look at Jude 7 and 2 Peter
2:6. Peter says that God turned the
cities of Sodom and Gomorrah "into
ashes." Today archaeologists are
not -certain even as to the location
of these cities, so completely were
they wiped out. Jude 7 tells us that
they "are set forth for an example,
suffering the vengeance of eternal
Signs of the Times, August, 1970

fire," yet they are not still burning.
The word "eternal" here (the same
Greek word used in Exodus 21:6 in
the Greek Old Testament) is used
idiomatically to mean that the fire,
though short-lived, was permanent
in its consequences.
Thus we return to Revelation
20:10. The beast and false prophet
will not suffer for endless ages, but
only as long as they live, and the
results of this burning will be permanent.
When they have been destroyed,
the Bible says ( both yours and
mine) that death itself will be cast
into the lake of fire; and after that,
the Bible says ( both yours and
mine) that there shall not be any
more death. Revelation 20:14; 21:4.
Thank God for that.
MAY I BE ANGRY?
My hair is no redder than anybody else's, but I find I have to keep
tying my temper to a leash. I have
been reading books on how to control it, and I have been surprised
to find how many experts say that
I have a right to express my emotions so long as I don't hurt anybody, that if I repress them they will
break out in anxiety feelings and
nervousness, that it's better to break
a dish in anger than to have a nervous breakdown, and so on. One
book, a little more conservative
than some others, suggests that one
way to deal with anger is not to be
rude directly to the person irritating
you, but to express it indirectly by
saying, "You know, you are making
me feel very angry inside." Somehow none of it sounds like the way
Jesus would do it, but I don't know
what to do. Do you have any suggestions?

Surely! Jesus said, "Everyone who
is angry with his brother shall be
liable to judgment." Matthew 5:22,
RSV. That takes care of the dish
breaking and the tantrum storm
warnings. You're not supposed to
express your anger. You're not supposed to be angry.
What, then, can you do? The
Bible answer is, "Pray for those
who persecute you." Matthew 5:44,
RSV. "If your enemy is hungry,
feed him." Romans 12:20, RSV. Try
it. Earnestly pray God to forgive
the unkind and irritable person for
his unkindness and irritability. ReSigns of the Times, August, 1970

mind yourself that his pride and
thoughtlessness are sins that will
keep him out of heaven, and ask
God to help you to help him.
Don't think this will be easy! It
will be one of the biggest battles of
your life. But if you will do it, it
will indeed help you—for with God's
blessing, it will bring to you a basically different attitude toward other
people.

an example how you misunderstood
what this particular child did; and
then, looking right at him, say how
sorry it made you feel afterwards.
From there go on to encourage all
the children in your room to be
very careful not to misunderstand
one another, because doing so
would make them, too, feel bad,
the way it did you.
SABBATH SIGNIFICANCE

MUST I APOLOGIZE?
I am a young schoolteacher. I
try to be the best Christian schoolteacher I can, but many times I
fail. When I do, I know I need forgiveness. What I wonder is, to what
extent should I apologize and
"make things right" before I can
hope to be forgiven? For example,
I remember once scolding a child
severely for slamming a door when
actually (I learned later) the wind
had blown it shut. Must I ask the
child's forgiveness before God can
forgive me?

Your long letter ( from which
only a paragraph is printed here)
proves that you do really want to
be a conscientious teacher. God
bless you.
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
said, "If, when you are bringing
your gift to the altar, you suddenly
remember that your brother has a
grievance against you, leave your
gift where it is before the altar.
First go and make your peace with
your brother, and only then come
back and offer your gift." Matthew
5:23, 24, NEB. We cannot expect
God to forgive our unkindnesses or
impatience if we persistently refuse
to apologize to people we have
hurt and to try to make them our
friends.
There are, of course, many ways
we can go about making peace with
our brothers. The Bible doesn't restrict us to any one way. Since you
embarrassed the child publicly, it
seems right that you should restore
his honor publicly. I suggest you
might do it this way:
Find a story that centers clearly
on a misunderstanding between
children. In telling it, be sure all
the children are getting the point;
then somewhere introduce the
observation that even grown-ups
sometimes misunderstand other
grown-ups—and children. Cite as

I have been following your column with much interest. Many times
the answer to one question provokes another. For example, here
is one: When did the Sabbath become a special day of "fellowship,"
as you describe it to be? My Bible
indicates that "sabbath" is synonymous only with "rest."

Though the literal Hebrew word
from which "sabbath" is derived
does mean "rest," the day itself has
had a wider connotation than mere
rest ever since the first Sabbath
came into existence.
The Bible says that just as soon
as God had completed creating our
earth He "rested on the seventh day
from all His work which He had
made. And God blessed the seventh
day, and sanctified it." Genesis 2:
1-3. The fact that He "sanctified" it
makes it more than merely a rest
day; it makes it a holy day as well.
Jesus told us that "the Sabbath
was made for man." Mark 2:27, 28.
The Bible also tells us that the day
is "the Sabbath of the Lord thy
God." Exodus 20:8-11. When man
keeps Sabbath as a holy day on
which to worship his Creator, and
when God Himself sets that day
apart as a special day "for man,"
isn't there a suggestion here of a
beautiful sharing and fellowship on
the divine-human level?
The Sabbath is also a day for fellowship on the human-to-human
level. It was designated as a day
for "a holy convocation" ( or sacred meeting). Leviticus 23:3. The
fourth commandment, furthermore,
is preeminently a family commandment. It involves "thy son" and "thy
daughter" and one's servants.
According to the Bible, then, the
Sabbath has been a day of sacred
fellowship as well as a day of rest
for a very long time indeed.
Now, won't you join us in observing it?
25

